














believe that they didn ' t see She Who Watches because they were riding 
agitated in a most shocking manner ... we passed with great risque It bei 
canoes, about two miles lower passed a verry Bad place." They were p 
the most magnificent sites along the Columbia River! Since Lewis and 
almost two hundred years. Tsagiglalal still watches-a silent testimony 

ough the Narrows on water that "was 
impossible to make a portage of the 

t T asgiglalal in a flash, missing one of 
lark's time. after the passage of 
a vanished people! 

So. now the question is: Why didn't the Corps discover She on their e -bound trip? Now that's another 
story! 
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Lewis and Clark Route 

October 22, 1805 - October 27, 1805 

Westbound 

More 1999 Meetings -Mark Your Calen ars Now! 
April 25: Cascade Stemwheeler brunch cruise with Oregon Chapter on th Columbia River ( 11 :30 a.m. -1 :30 
p.m.) from Longview. See sign-up info on page 3 of this newsletter. 
Week of July 31-August 4 (the Foundation's Annual Meeting in Bismarc , North Dakota): chapter meeting. 
September 18: 2nd joint meeting with Idaho Chapter at Lewis and Clark rail State Park between Dayton & 
Waitsburg in eastern Washington. Potluck picnic & tour of the 1806 retu route area. Participate in Bruce 
Mansion Da sin Waitsbur . Details in the sprin newsletter. 

1998 OFFICERS & BOARD OF DI 
President: Don Payne (253)838-5906 Directors: 
Vice President: Lee Edd (360)577-0485 
Secretary: Pam Andersen (360)943-3979 
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1999 Election of Officers 
The Nominating Committee (Don Payne, Don Popejoy and Rennie Kubik) offers the following proposed. slate 

-----, of officers for 1999: President - Murray Hayes; Vice President - Cheryl Essary; Secretary - Pam Andersen; 
Treasurer - Dee Roche-Coons; Board of Directors: Lee Edtl, Rennie Kubik, Lyle Soule, and Al (Doc) 
Wesselius. Members may also nominate other persons for any office, if they wish. The election will be held 
on Saturday, February 27. during the chapter meeting in Tacoma. Members who wish to vote but cannot 
attend the meeting may complete and mail the absentee ballot on page 10 before February 18. 

~ " ~ 71 -7 Labor Day Excursion to the Lolo Trail ~ L! ~ ~ -7 
by Murray Hayes 

Over the past several years, the Idaho Chapter has scheduled Lewis and Clark Labor Day explorations focused 
on the Lo lo Trail. 1998 's exploration was a visit to the heart of the Lo lo Trail basing the group out of Harlan 
and Barb Opdahl's Triple 0 Outfitters base camp. Getting there was half the challenge: I'm afraid of 
heights-cliffhanging roads scare me spitless! Following Steve Lee and Sue Hattois up Forest Service Road 
107 from Highway 12 along the Lochsa River, we climbed nearly 3000 feet in about five miles. Reaching the 
top of Saddle Camp Road, we traveled on about four miles to our base camp. A cliffhanging trip by anyone's 
definition-but by focusing on the bumper of the Jeep ahead, I arrived with my nerves intact. 

After Barb Opdahl welcomed us to camp and assigned us to our tents, we shared a picnic supper of fruit, cheese 
and wine that would be the last meal we would prepare for ourselves during the outing. Barb and her crew 
would feed us in the tradition of the loggers, hunters and explorers that have used this camp over the years; the 
food was great! That evening, we enjoyed the campfire, met the other "Clarki s" as they arrived and talked of 
the adventure ahead. That evening's camaraderie would have made the Campfire Girls or Boy Scouts jealous, 

~ with a humorous punctuation when Sue Hattois pulled out the Hershey bars for the S'Mores and found that we 
would need straws to use the melted chocolate! 

Over the next two days, we traveled about 25 miles of the 500 Road that parallels and-in part--overlays the 
central part of the Lolo Trail. The 500 Road, named the Lolo Motorway Adventure Road by the USFS, is a 
primitive single lane road with turnouts and is rocky and steep in places. We chose to car pool to stimulate 
discussion among passengers and to reduce congestion on the road and at the limited parking areas. Our guides 
were Charles Radden, who spent the last ten years of his Forest Service career as a recreational specialist on the 
Lolo Trail, and Charles Knowles, a university professor who mapped geology of the Clearwater Mountains. 
The friendly arguments and repartee ofthese two bona fide experts on the routes of the Corps of Discovery 
over the Lolo Trail gave life to the words from the journals. 

On Saturday, we traveled west along the Motorway to Sherman Peak. We took the short hike to the summit 
where we raised our 17-star flag, enjoyed the views and had lunch. Here Clark recorded a "view of an emense 
Plain and leave/ Countrey to the S. W. & West." In the afternoon, we returned toward camp stopping at a 
number of sites including Dry Camp, Green Sward Camp, and Bald Mountain. We hiked up and along the 
rounded ridge of Bald Mountain where we experienced the braided nature of the "Indian road"; many paths 
were possible here. In contrast, other parts of the "road" are confined to narrow ridges that defme the route. 
And in places where the "road" hangs on the side hill, it is easy to picture the numerous times the journalists 
used such expressions as "road excessively bad." Returning to camp, we enjoyed dinner and another campfire 
discussion with a sing-along; it helps to have a few people who know the words! Reflecting on the day with its 
hot. dry and dusty weather. it is hard to believe that the Corps of Discovery traveled this route only a little more 
than a calendar week later in the season through deep snow and winter conditions. "I have been wet and as 

_~, cold in every part as I ever was in my life, "wrote Clark on September 16, 1805. 

On Sunday, we traveled east to Indian Post Office-a site named for one interpretation of possible use of the 
rock cairns found here. These cairns and the "post office" interpretation are not mentioned by any of the Corps 
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of Discovery journalists. Here we hiked to the bottom of the valley to e north and followed several other 
trails and surveys that have traversed the area both before and after Le s and Clark. Leaving Indian Post 
Office on our return trip. we viewed the Moccasin Peak and Horseshoe reek alternates for the route of the 
Corps-which way did they go? After some speculation. we proceeded n . . . . We stopped again at The 
Devil's Chair. in interesting rock formation near the L&C trail but not n ted in the journals. Nearby we looked 
toward Howard Camp where the General stopped in his pursuit of Chief oseph and the Nez Perce in 1877. 
And here also we saw the hazards of the 500 Road when we stopped to Ip some hapless Louisiana tourists 
stalled with a broken tire on their rented mini-van. After an early dinner our party traveled by horseback or 
van/pickup to the trail that visits the Sinque Hole. Indian Graves Meado (the probable L&C campsite instead 
of the Sinque Hole) and then on up to the Smoking Place, arriving just a sunset. For sheer beauty, this was the 
highlight of the trip. There had been many forest fires round about the ea, and their smoke in the atmosphere 
caused the sun to set as a luminous red disk through the haze that lent re -orange light to the entire magnificent 
panoramic view. We watched, enjoyed and felt reverence and peace at ·s place; it is easy to 1.1D,derstand the 
sacred position it holds in Nez Perce culture. It was dark by the time we stumbled down the trail and reached 
the parked cars. And then back to camp for an evening snack and camp e. I actually tried to sing 'The 
Wreck of the old '97"! 

On Monday morning (Labor Day), I awakened to my acrophobia of driv g down that steep, cliff-hanging road 
and tried to think of some way to get someone else to drive me down-I ven considered asking Barb Opdahl 
to have one of her crew take my car down! In the end, I decided to leav early and drive slowly. I did so-­
fearing the worst-but I reached Highway 12 without fmding it! So mu h for acrophobia. 

This was a great excursion full of Lewis and Clark history as interpreted y outstanding guides at the actual 
sites of their travel. Thank you, Charles Knowles and Charles Radden! e members of the Idaho Chapter 
provided good company and their planning for the expedition was outs ding. Barb and Harlan Opdahl, Lewis 
and Clark historians as well as our hosts at Triple 0 Outfitters, provided , antastic food and a great ambiance in 
which to enjoy our tour of history. To my colleagues in the Washington Chapter: try it-you'll like it! 
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~- --------------------------------~ ----------1- ----------------------~ 

ABSENTEE BALLOf 
I 

If you cannot attend the February 27 chapter meeting and wish Ito participate in the election~ 
please complete the absentee ballot below an~ mail it to: 

Don Payne, 32237 3rd Avenue SW, Federal Way, WA 98023 
before February 18. 1999. 

President: D Murray Hayes 
D Other ---------

Secretary: 0 Pam Andersen 
D Other --------

Board of Directors (four positions): 
0 Lee Edtl 
0 Lyle Soule 
0 Other --------
0 Other --------

Vice President: 

Treasurer: 

0 Rennie Kubik 
0 Doc Wesselius 

Cheryl Essary 
Other ----------
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. Dee Roche-Coons 

Other 
--------------~ 
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D Other -----1---­
D Other 

------;--~-
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WASHINGTON STATE CHAPTER 
Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation . 
2703 8'h Avenue 
Clarkston, WA 99403-1602 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL 

CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP 
$10.00 per year for any person, 
family, firm, association or 
corporation. Please make checks 
payable to: 
Washington State Chapter LCTIIF 

Dues are kept as low as possible to 
encourage wide membership. In 
addition. members are encouraged 
to make additional donations to 
support the organization. 

Name(s) __________________ _ 

Street -------------------
City __________________ _ 

State _______ Zip __________ _ 

*Phone: (h) _________ -.... ~~~-- (w) ______ _ 

*E-mail: 
------~~-~---------*Opt Ion a~will be included with membership roster 

Above dues are for Washington St~t~_ghapter only. Bylaws state that Chapter members must be current members 
of the National Foundation. Annual dues are: Individual, $30 per year; Family, $40 per year. Membership includes 
the quarterly magazine We Proceeded On. Send Foundation dues to: Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation, 
PO Box 3434, Great Falls, MT 59403. ~ 

WASHINGTON STATE CHAPTER 
Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation 
2703 8'h Avenue 
Clarkston, WA 99403-1602 
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WASHINGTON STA.TE CHAPTER 
Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation 
2703 S'h Avenue 
Clarkston, WA 99403-1602 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENE~AL 

CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP 
$10.00 per year for any person, 
family, firm, association or 
corporation. Please make checks 
payable to: 

Name(s) 

Street 

Washington State Chapter LCTHF City 

JP Dues are kept as low as possible to 
encourage wide membership. In 
addition, members are encouraged 
to make additional donations to 
support the organization. 

State 

*Phone: (h) (w) 

*E-mail:~~~~~~-1-~___,,..~....,....,...~~~~~~~~ 
*Optional-will be included wit membership roster 

Above dues are for Washington State. Qhapter only. Bylaws state that Chapter members must be current members 
of the National Foundation. Annual dues are: Individual, $30 per year: Farflily, $40 per year. Membership includes 
the quarterly magazine We Proceeded On. Send Foundation dues to: Le~s and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation, 
PO Box 3434, Great Falls, MT 59403. 

WASHINGTON STATE CHAPTER 
Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation 
2703 8'h Avenue 
Clarkston, WA 99403-1602 
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